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8.0 TRANSPORT AND MOVEMENT 

 
 
Key Facts:  
 
Transport and Movement 
 
·  Parking is a major issue in the study 

area. At present there is no adopted 
parking strategy to respond to 
demands for extremely limited on 
street parking. 

·  The majority of streets in the study 
area have some form of parking 
restriction 

 
 
·  Foxhall benefits from good 

accessibility from private and 
public transport (bus, tram and 
to a lesser extent rail). 

·  Pedestrian and cycle linkages 
within the study area are 
relatively poor 

·  Signage to key attractions and 
facilities is poor and 
unattractive. 

 
 
8.1  Introduction 
 
8.1.1 This section describes the current situation with regard to transport and 

movement in the Foxhall area in terms of both its existing infrastructure 
and any future proposals. 

 
8.2  Transport Context 
 
8.2.1 Blackpool lies at the heart of the Fylde Coast sub-region, as can be seen 

on Plan 9.1 below. Blackpool’s road network is connected to the motorway 
network (M55) via the A583 and Yeadon Way.  There are rail links to 
Preston from Blackpool North and Blackpool South stations and there is 
an expanding airport in the south of the resort. 

 
8.2.2 Foxhall is located close to the town centre within the central urban and 

resort core. As highlighted in the discussion which follows, it is well served 
by road and public transport links to other parts of the town and to the sub-
regional and regional transport networks. 

 
8.2.3 The current transport and movement related infrastructure within, and 

affecting the study area is described below.  
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Plan 8.1: Blackpool and the Fylde Coast Sub-region 

 

 
Source: Blackpool Local Transport Plan  

 
 

Foxhall 
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8.3 Highway Hierarchy 
 
8.3.1 As can be seen on Plan 8.2 below, Foxhall is accessed from the M55 via 

Yeadon Way / Seasiders Way, which is a direct route (classed as a 
primary distributor route) that brings visitors to the towns most easily 
accessible car and coach park. Using this route, visitors can access the 
Foxhall neighbourhood via Rigby Road in the south or Chapel Street to 
the north.  

 
8.3.2 The main routes used for movement into and out of the Foxhall area are 

the Promenade (A584), Rigby Road (which connects Foxhall’s industrial 
area to the Promenade), Tyldesley Road (which is used for access to 
shops on Dale Street and accommodation located behind the 
Promenade), Princess Street (which allows access to the holiday 
accommodation areas from the east of Foxhall and from the Promenade) 
and Chapel Street which allows people to access the Foxhall area from 
the north. These are all busy roads which are well used by locals and 
tourists alike as they allow easy movement around the Foxhall area.  

 
Plan 8.2: Highway Hierarchy 

 

 
 
 

Local Streets 
 
8.3.3 The character of the study area is dominated by the existing Victorian grid 

iron street pattern. These streets provide access and (in many parts of the 
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area) on street frontage car parking to the significant number of holiday 
accommodation premises which comprise the principal land use in the 
area together with retail, residential and other business uses. They are 
also used to gain access to and from the Promenade. 

 
8.4 Local Travel Patterns 
 
8.4.1 The pattern of travel in the area follows the general pattern of travel in 

Blackpool, which is characterised by an initial east to west movement until 
one reaches a major north-south artery, such as the Promenade, and then 
movement in a northerly or southerly direction, into or away from the town 
centre.  

 
8.4.2 This clear pattern of movement around the main routes which border the 

Foxhall neighbourhood, presents potential benefits for movement of traffic 
within the Foxhall areas itself. However, a number of issues undermine 
the ease of movement, including the lack of permeability in the layout of 
roads, which are characteristically long and narrow. Other problems which 
reduce traffic flows in the area include the lack of off street parking which 
forces people to park vehicles on the street, causing traffic flow problems 
by further narrowing of streets.  

 
Distance Travelled to Work 

 
8.4.3 2001 Census data indicates that a large number of people who work in 

Foxhall, either work from their home or within 5km of where they live. 
33.97% of people within Foxhall work from home, compared with 14.35% 
for Blackpool, 11.88% for the North West and 13.62% for England as a 
whole. It is likely that the high figure reflects the fact that high proportion of 
hotels which also double up as residences for staff/owners. Only 2.22% 
travel over 30km to work, which coincides with the 2.77% for Blackpool 
but is markedly lower than the 7.26% nationally.  

 
 
8.5 Public Transport 
 
8.5.1 The 2001 Census shows that around 50% of the households in Foxhall do 

not own a car; this is significantly higher than the national average of 
26.8%. Good access to public transport is therefore essential to a large 
number of people in the area.  

 
Rail Service 

 
8.5.2 Whilst Foxhall does not benefit from local rail service in the immediate 

area, Blackpool North and Blackpool South stations are both located 
within 1.5km of Foxhall (as can be seen on Plan A8.2 in Appendix 8) 
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which are easily accessed by bus, bicycle or on foot. Blackpool South Rail 
Station offers an hourly service to Colne via Lytham and St Annes and 
Preston, whilst Blackpool North offers a much wider range of more 
frequent services. 
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Photo 8.1: Blackpool South               Photo 8.2:  Blackpool North   
Train Station                                        Train Station 

 

    
 

Bus Service 
 
8.5.3 The study area is well serviced by frequent buses. The principal bus 

operator in Blackpool is Blackpool Transport Services, with a smaller 
number of services operated by Stagecoach.  

 
8.5.4 Blackpool’s Local Transport Plan 2006/7 – 2010/11 states that Blackpool’s 

bus network carries more than 13 million passengers per year within the 
Borough and across its boundaries. The LTP goes on to state that since 
the introduction of the Metro Coastlines network in 2001, local bus 
services have been successful in attracting more passengers at a rate of 
0.7% per annum, this is impressive when we consider that most local 
operators have lost passengers. Such an increase appears to reflect 
research carried out by BTS on behalf of the Council in support of the 
changes that “passengers would prefer a less pervasive, higher frequency 
service, offering more direct journeys to key centres, at the expense of 
serving as many residential streets”. 

 
8.5.6 Whilst provision of bus stops within Foxhall itself is poor, existing services 

circulate on the main roads, which act as boundaries to the AAP area 
(with the majority running along Lytham Road and the Promenade).  
These can be easily accessed from any part of the Foxhall 
neighbourhood. All bus stops along the Promenade between North and 
South Piers are equipped with shelters; this includes the stops located on 
the Promenade at Foxhall. The location of bus and tram stops in proximity 
to the study area is shown on Plan A8.1 in Appendix 8.  The routes which 
serve the Foxhall area are shown on Plan 8.3 below. 
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Plan 8.3: Existing Bus Routes 
 

 
Source: www.blackpooltransport.com   

 
8.5.7 Table 8.1 below contains information on bus routes accessible from the 

Foxhall area 
 

Table 8.1: Bus Routes 
 
Operator Route 

Number 
Route Via Town Centre 

Blackpool Transport 
Services Ltd 

Line 1 Pontins to Fleetwood 

 Line 2 Wesham to Fleetwood 
 Line 10 Market Street to Midgeland 

Road 
 Line 11 Cleveleys to Lytham 
 Line 16 Blackpool Town Centre to 

Beach Road Roundabout 
Stage Coach 68 Blackpool Town Centre to 

Preston 
Source: www.blackpooltransport.com   
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8.5.8 Blackpool Transport services are all cross-town, meaning that services do 
not normally terminate in the town centre, but pass through the centre en-
route from origin to destination. This is partly attributable to the linear form 
of development along the coast and the absence of any suitable 
terminating spaces within the town centre. 

 
8.5.9 Blackpool’s LTP states that as new vehicles are purchased, the Borough’s 

bus fleet will become more accessible to disabled people. The LTP does 
however highlight that few bus stops in Blackpool have raised kerbs, 
which is an issue that requires attention and investment. Further issues 
raised in the LTP include the need to address interchanges at key nodes 
to provide better local information; better waiting facilities and higher 
quality passenger infrastructure at key locations on the network such as 
district centres, the hospital and the main college. The LTP states that 
further bus priority measures will be targeted at the sources of delay and 
unreliability and the actions to be taken will be determined through 
discussions with operators and LCC through the Quality Bus Partnership 
and possibly through a local Bus Punctuality Improvement Partnership. 

 
Tram Service 

 
8.5.10 The first tram line in Blackpool opened along the Promenade in 1885, and 

was the first electric tramway in the country. The line is now the only 
remaining 'traditional' tramway in UK. The line is a mix of street running 
and reserved track. Along the Promenade trams run next to the road, then 
after a short section of street-running the line runs on reserved track for 
the interurban section to Fleetwood. In Fleetwood trams join the street 
again, and there is a short one-way loop to reach the terminus. 

 
8.5.11 There are 76 trams (including 8 preserved trams) and 7 trailer cars. They 

are a variety of ages and designs, with a mix of double- and single-
deckers, open and closed-top cars, and special illuminated trams.  
Blackpool has a very varied tramcar fleet, with vehicles ranging from 
1930's double-deck Balloon cars, to single-deck one-man trams built in the 
1980s. There are also rebuilds of older trams, and a number of vintage 
vehicles which are regularly operated in service. 
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Photo 8.3:  Blackpool Tram 
 

 
 
8.5.12 Blackpool’s Local Transport Plan 2006/7 – 2010/11 identifies that the 

tramway carries approximately 3.5 million passengers per year along its 
entire length to Fleetwood. 

 
8.5.13 The geographical location of Foxhall, adjacent to the Promenade, provides 

easy access to the tram services which operate on the Promenade. The 
trams run along a direct North/South - South/North route between Starr 
Gate in the South and Fleetwood in the North. Plan A8.1 in Appendix 8 
shows the locations of Tram Stops in the Foxhall area. Services are 
frequent (every 10 minutes in the summer and on winter weekends and 
every 20 minutes on winter weekdays). This service provides easy access 
to the Town Centre, South Beach, many of Blackpool’s main attractions 
and to other parts of the Fylde Coast. Tram stops vary from a bus-stop-
style sign at the side of the tram track, to the stops on the reserved track 
section which have substantial shelters.  

 
Photo 8.4: Tram Stop at Foxhall 
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Photo 8.5: Aerial View of           Figure 8.1: Fle etwood to Blackpool               
 Tramway                                     Tram N etwork Route 

 

FOXHALL

Tramway

                    
 
8.5.14 At present, major improvement works are currently ongoing to upgrade the 

network including track / tram stops and rolling stock. This has been 
funded through emergency funding (£11.8m) and funds which have been 
made available by the Government for the refurbishment of the system 
(£85.3m) as part of the Government’s response to the Blackpool Task 
Force report. 

 
8.5.15 The tram system currently provides a useful and frequent north – south 

service for residents’ ands visitors. This is set to improve as a result of the 
improvements to the system and stock which is taking place at present. 

 
 

Access to Public Transport 
 
8.5.16 Whilst the Promenade is well served by public transport, the inner area of 

Foxhall has limited access to good public transport, particularly for those 
living further to the east of the area, further away from the Promenade.  
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Public Transport Issues 
 
8.5.17 Although the study area is very well served by bus and tram services, 

these are predominantly used to travel in a south – north direction (and 
vice versa) to travel to and from the town centre. East – west services, 
which provide access to other parts of the town, are limited at present. 

 
 
8.6 Private Transport 
 

Car 
 
8.6.1 The private car is currently the primary mode of travel to and from the 

resort for visitors and this is not expected to change as a result of 
Blackpool’s future regeneration ambitions. However, it is anticipated that 
improvements to the public transport network, outlined in the Blackpool 
Masterplan, will result in increased public transport use by visitors during 
their actual stay.  

 
Car/Van Ownership 

 
8.6.2 2001 Census data indicates that the percentage of households without a 

car/van in Foxhall is quite high (52%), particularly compared with the rest 
of Blackpool (37.3%), the region (30.2%) and England as a whole 
(26.8%). Table A8.1 in Appendix 8 provides a detailed breakdown of car 
ownership levels in Foxhall and its comparison areas. 

 
Taxi 

 
8.6.3 Approximately 27 taxi bays are located along the Promenade between 

North and South piers at regular intervals of 300m. Plan A8.1 in Appendix 
8 shows the locations of taxi bays in proximity to Foxhall.  

 
8.6.4 The Promenade Movement Strategy states that the current level of taxi 

provision is currently very high and this mode of transport appears to be 
over-provided for, with their provision on the western side of the 
Promenade highway being to the detriment of the existing pedestrian 
facilities. The strategy states that any options developed for new road 
layouts along the Promenade should take account of the current level of 
provision and seek to re-distribute the bays where they will be most 
needed and where they will conflict less with other transport modes. 
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Landau 
 
8.6.5 Landaus are classed as licenses taxis and have the same rights of way 

along the Promenade as their motorised equivalents. Their horse-drawn 
nature means that they clearly operate at much slower speeds than 
motorised traffic.  

 
8.6.6 Along the dual carriageway sections of the promenade, where a central 

reserve separates opposing traffic, Landaus frequently hold up other traffic 
as vehicles find it difficult to overtake within the restricted space. Along 
wider stretches of the promenade, other traffic has more opportunities to 
pass.  

 
8.6.7 The Promenade Movement Strategy states that Landaus typically use the 

taxi bays on the Promenade to the exclusion of taxi drivers during the day. 
In addition, they also tend to turn in the carriageway on the Promenade 
which presents a hazard to other traffic. The Movement Strategy identifies 
one such turning location as the taxi rank located on the Promenade at the 
end of York Street in the Foxhall area. 

 
8.6.8 Some road users perceive Landaus to be a road safety hazard due to their 

slow moving nature and unpredictable turning movements. However, the 
Promenade Movement Strategy, which reviews accident data over the last 
three years, recommends that they are a well established part of the 
‘Blackpool Experience’ and must be provided for so they can continue to 
be a part of the town in the future.  

 
Photo 8.6:  Landau 
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Coach 

 
8.6.9 Coach travel is important to Blackpool’s economy and is a popular 

alternative to rail for long-distance travel and trips to the resort. A 
distinction must be made between scheduled services (which attract a 
wider range of users than just visitors), day-trip or excursion services and 
pre-booked services for use by groups staying at specific hotels.  

 
6.6.10 At present, formal waiting and coach parking areas are located in close 

proximity to the Foxhall study area at Rigby Road and the Central Coach 
Park, which can both be accessed from Seasiders Way. 

  
8.6.11 The LTP recognises the increasing contribution of coach travel to 

Blackpool’s economy, particularly during the Illuminations, where 
increases in the number of coach trips has the potential to reduce the 
impact of cars on journey times and benefit the economy by ensuring that 
a larger proportion of visitors stay overnight, rather than driving through 
the illuminations and then driving home. 

 
8.6.12 Blackpool’s LTP states that Blackpool will aim to maximise opportunities to 

increase the proportion of day and staying visitors arriving by coach, 
especially as a means to increase the proportion of staying and all day 
visits which will create benefits for the local economy. By working closely 
with coach operators, the Council hopes to deliver the following 
improvements: 

 
·  A new town centre coach terminus 
·  Local drop-off and loading facilities for guest houses and hotels in the 

main resort areas; 
·  Secure and accessible overnight parking for coach groups staying in 

hotels; 
·  Drop-off for the major attractions, with suitable parking and collection 
·  Joint marketing effort to recruit and promote ‘coach-friendly’ tourism 

businesses; and 
·  Potential coach-specific routings and road space allocations during the 

illuminations. 
 
 
8.7 Car Parking 
 
8.7.1 The provision of car parking is a significant issue in the study area and 

has been highlighted during early consultations with the community as a 
key issue of concern to residents and businesses alike.  
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On Street Car Parking 
 
8.7.2 Owing to the way the area developed with its grid iron street pattern, 

provision of on street parking is a major issue in the area. The streets are 
typically long and narrow and dominated by terraced properties, the 
majority of which do not have access to off street parking. 

 
8.7.3 As can be seen on Plan A8.3 in Appendix 8, the majority of streets within 

the study area are subject to parking restrictions in the form of double 
yellow lines. In addition, there are no spaces provided for permit holders 
which means that residents face problems in terms of being able to park in 
proximity to their property. 

 
8.7.4 The high levels of on street parking means that parked cars are visually 

dominant on a large number of streets throughout the area. 
  

Photo 6.7: On Street Parking on       Photo 6.8: On  Street Parking on  
Shannon Street    Tyldesley Road 

    
 
8.7.5 Movement and access is severely restricted due to the amount of on 

street parking which in many instances restricts two way use of roads. The 
problem affects residents, workers and tourists alike and is particularly 
problematic for holiday accommodation businesses in that the majority of 
modern holiday accommodation provides guests with free parking 
facilities; this is not possible within Foxhall. 

 
8.7.6 As previously stated, the significant incidence of on street parking in 

Foxhall causes serious problems, and access and capacity issues, on a 
number of roads throughout the area can be severely restricted. This 
problem is even more serious during the tourist season. The high levels of 
on street parking and associated lack of visibility raises the question of 
whether a 30 mph speed limit is acceptable in this area. 

 
8.7.7 In order to assess demand, the Council undertook a parking survey. The 

results of this survey can be seen below. 
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Table 8.2 Peak time on street parking survey result s carried out in 
October 2007 

 
 20/10/2007 at 

6:30 
20/10/2007 at 

12:30 
26/10/2007 at 

6:30 
 

Street Parked 
Cars 

Spaces  Parked 
Cars 

Spaces  Parked 
Cars 

Spaces  Total 
Spaces  

Blundell St 19 0 14 5 19 0 19 
Princess St 22 3 25 0 18 7 25 
Chapel St 7 2 9 0 9 0 9 
York St 26 0 26 0 23 3 26 
Foxhall Rd 1 18 14 5 0 19 19 
Bickerstaff 
St 

9 0 9 0 9 0 9 

Singleton St  20 0 20 0 19 1 20 
Shannon St 15 0 15 0 15 0 15 
Tyldesley 
Rd 

29 1 30 30 23 7 30 

Caroline St 14 1 14 1 15 0 15 
Bairstow St 25 4 29 0 29 0 29 
Yorkshire 
St 

17 0 17 0 17 0 17 

TOTAL 204  222  196  233 
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Street 20/10/2007 @6.30  

(total on street 
use %) 

20/10/2007 @12.30  
(total on street 
use %) 

26/10/2007 
@6.30  
(total on 
street use 
%) 

Blundell 
Street 

100.00 73.68 100.00 

Princess 
Street 

88.00 100.00 72.00 

Chapel St 77.78 100.00 100.00 
York Street 100.00 100.00 88.46 
Foxhall Road 5.26 73.68 0.00 
Bickerstaff 
Street 

100.00 100.00 100.00 

Singleton 
Street 

100.00 100.00 5.26 

Shannon 
Street 

100.00 100.00 100.00 

Tyldesley 
Road 

96.67 100.00 76.67 

Caroline 
Street 

93.33 93.33 100.00 

Bairstow 
Street 

86.21 100.00 100.00 

Yorkshire 
Street 

100.00 100.00 100.00 

 
 
 

Total On Street Use % 
  20/10/2007 

@6.30 
20/10/2007 
@12.30 

26/10/2007 
@6.30 

Foxhall  87.55 95.28 84.12 
 
8.7.8 The results of this survey clearly illustrate a year round demand for on 

street parking spaces throughout the area. 
 

Off Street Car Parking 
 
8.7.9 The area contains one Council designated car park on Blundell Street. 

This has a capacity of 120 spaces and can accommodate long-term stays. 
There are 2 other privately owned areas which provide parking, located at 
Coop Street and York Street. A number of larger parking areas are located 
just outside of the study area to the north (Chapel Street, Central and 
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Bonny Street) and east (Central Coach Park). The locations of car parks in 
the study area can be seen on Plan A8.4 in Appendix 8. 

 
8.7.10 With the predominance of holiday accommodation located in Foxhall, and 

the high level of visitor traffic, generates significant demand for parking 
spaces in the area. In addition, many day trippers visiting attractions such 
as the Golden Mile add further to the demand for spaces in Foxhall and 
nearby areas, especially during peak times such as school holidays and 
weekends.  

 
8.7.11 At present, the area is densely developed and there is little room for 

expansion of existing or creation of new car parks. The majority of open 
land in the area is already used for car parking, there is therefore a danger 
that if such land is lost to development (which will further increase demand 
for parking spaces), the problems will be exacerbated and there will be a 
significant undersupply of car parking, which will detract from the appeal of 
the area to visitors. 

 
8.7.12 The pre-issues and options consultation exercise undertaken by the 

Council during summer 2007 revealed a perception among the local 
community that parking was a major issue facing the area. Many residents 
felt that the lack of parking space for visitors was deterring tourists from 
visiting and staying in the area. In order to assess this claim, the Council 
undertook a survey of the use of car parks in the Foxhall area in October 
2007. The results of the survey are discussed below. 

 
 

Table 8.2:  Car Park Survey Results – October 2007 
 

 20/10/2007 @ 6.30 20/10/2007 @ 
12.30 

26/10/2007 @ 6.30 

Car Park Parked 
Cars 

Spaces Parked 
Cars 

Spaces Parked 
Cars 

Spaces 

Coop 
street 

120 0 120 0 40 80 

Blundell 
Street 

50 20 53 17 18 52 

York 
Street 

20 5 25  11 14 

Totals 190  198  69  
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Car Park Use % 
Car Park 20/10/2007 

@6.30 
20/10/2007 

@12.30 
26/10/2007 

@6.30 
Coop St 100 100 33 
Blundell St  71 76 26 
York 
Street 

80 100 44 

 
Total % 

20/10/2007 
@6.30 

20/10/2007 
@12.30 

26/10/2007 
@6.30 

88 92 32 
 
8.7.13 The results indicate a high demand for spaces in off street car parks, with 

the exception of the sample collected at 6.30am on 26/10/07, which 
showed that the car park was only full to 32% of its capacity. However, the 
26/10/07 was a Friday and the low use of the car park at this time on a 
Friday morning may simply be an indication that many visitors to the resort 
do not arrive until later on in the day on a Friday or indeed on a Saturday. 

 
 

Car Parking – The Impacts on the Foxhall Study Area 
 
8.7.14 Informal discussion with the local community during the pre Issues and 

options Consultation exercise, and a number of meetings / workshops, 
have highlighted the following issues relating to car parking provision: 

 
·  Competition for car parking spaces, particularly related to holiday 

accommodation businesses which, do not have access to their 
own private off-street parking, is a major issue, particularly during 
the peak summer season. 

·  There is an increasing incidence of changes of use from holiday 
accommodation to residential use in the area and these new 
residential units do not have access to private off-street parking, 
which further exacerbates the pressure in the area, particularly in 
mixed use streets. 

·  Whilst off street parking is provided at a number of locations both 
within and adjoining the study area, it is felt that this is too 
expensive and not appealing to visitors. In many instances, it is 
claimed that the cost of 24 hours parking within the study area is 
more expensive than the cost of a nights stay in one of the areas 
holiday accommodation properties. 
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Parking Strategy 
 
8.7.15 There is no specific Parking Strategy in operation within the area which 

helps to balance the needs of local residents, businesses and visitors in a 
logical manner. Such a strategy could help to delineate on street parking 
for different users in different parts of the study area and control times and 
charges. It could also take account of and reflect the changes in demand 
associated with the seasonal nature of the area – for instances through 
providing lower charges for off-street parking outside of the peak tourist 
season. 

 
8.7.15 The issue of parking will need to be fully resolved in considering any 

proposals for development of the ‘tourism investment sites’ that border 
Foxhall to ensure that no further strain in placed on the area, which is 
already severely stretched in terms of parking. 

 
 
8.8 Cycling Provision  
 

Cycle Networks 
 
8.8.1 The Blackpool National Cycling Route 62 runs along the Promenade 

between Starr Gate and South Pier and on the North Shore from North 
Pier to Anchorsholme Park. There is also a loop out to Stanley Park and 
Staining. The Routes can be seen on Map A10.5 in Appendix 10, and is 
easily accessible from any part of the Foxhall area. 

 
8.8.2 Within the Foxhall area, there is very little provision for cyclists, which has 

a total lack of designated cycle lanes. The majority of roads in the area do 
not provide safe or easy access for cyclists as the majority of road 
junctions and roads themselves are narrow and fairly busy, they are 
further narrowed due to the high amount of on street parking throughout 
the area. However, as shown above, cycle routes can be accessed 
relatively easily from the area and these have the potential to be used for 
commuting to work or for recreational purposes.  

 
 
8.9 Pedestrians  
 
8.9.1 Foxhall is located in close proximity to the town centre and many tourist 

attractions, which mean that walking, should be promoted as a real 
alternative to other modes of transport for those wishing to access the 
town centre and other nearby attractions.  

 

���������  between
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Pedestrian Activity 
 

Weekday off-peak 
 
8.9.2 The Promenade Movement Strategy indicates that during daylight hours, 

pedestrian movement along the Promenade is concentrated in the vicinity 
of the Town Centre from Foxhall Square northwards. The remainder of the 
promenade is populated with few pedestrians, with the exception of South 
Pier.  

 
8.9.3 The strategy goes on to indicate that crossing demand from east to west 

and vice versa is concentrated around the northern areas of the town 
around Talbot Road to access bus and tram facilities and at North and 
Central Pier (which is located just to the south of the Foxhall study area).  

 
Weekend peak 

 
8.9.4 The Promenade Movement Strategy states that during peak times, the 

Promenade was generally busy throughout the study area, but notes that 
crossing demand was concentrated in the northern areas around Central 
and North Piers.  

 
Pedestrian Environment in Foxhall 

 
8.9.5 At present, there are no clearly delineated pedestrian routes or pedestrian 

crossing points within the study area. In addition, pedestrian crossing 
points along the Promenade are few and are poorly defined. The only 
defined crossing points are provided between Foxhall Square and 
Bairstow Street and at Chapel Street, as can be seen on Plan A10.1 in 
Appendix 10. This is an issue which must be addressed through the Area 
Action Plan.  

 
8.9.6 The Promenade Movement Strategy highlights problems with pedestrian 

movement along the Promenade between Princess Street and Chapel 
Street at Foxhall due to the fact that the effective width of the footway is 
often reduced due to street furniture, frontage activity, the parking of 
service vehicles on the kerb (despite the fact that parking restrictions are 
in place) 

 
8.9.7 It is particularly important to provide high quality pedestrian links to and 

from the Promenade into Foxhall to encourage more visitors to venture 
into the area from the Promenade. 
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8.10 Overall Methods of Travel Used by Those Workin g and Living in 
Foxhall 

 
Method of Travel to Work (Daytime Population) 

 
8.10.1 Table A8.3 in Appendix 8 shows the methods by which the day-time 

population in Foxhall travel to work. Day-time population is defined as 
people who live and work (or do not work) in the area and those people 
who live outside the area but work inside the area. 

 
8.10.2 As can be seen, whilst most of Foxhall’s daytime population are not 

currently working (39.9%), most of the working daytime population 
(19.4%) do not need to travel as they work from home, this is much higher 
than the average for Blackpool (6%), the North West (5%) and England as 
a whole (5.8%) and is clearly extremely sustainable. It is likely that the 
majority of those persons classed as working at home work in tourism 
related businesses (such as holiday accommodation and retail) and 
therefore live in a separate residential unit within the business property.  

 
8.10.3 The most popular mode of transport to work for Foxhall’s daytime 

population (who travel into the area to work) is driving a car or a van 
(17.2%), followed by walking (11.3%) and travelling by Bus, minibus or 
coach (7.1%). 

 
Method of Travel to Work (Resident Population) 

 
8.10.4 With regards to Foxhall’s resident population itself, as can be seen on 

Table A8.4 in Appendix 8 22% of the resident population do not need to 
travel as they work from home (as stated previously, it is likely that they 
work in tourism related businesses where the businesses property also 
serves as the home). Most of Foxhall’s resident population walk to work 
(13.1%), indicating that they work within close proximity to, or within the 
Foxhall area. The second most popular method of transport is the car/van 
(11.7%), followed by bus, mini bus or coach (4.3%). 

 
8.11 Traffic Capacity 
 
8.11.1 At present, Foxhall does not appear to suffer from significant traffic 

capacity issues although volumes of traffic do increase considerably in the 
summer season causing significant issues with regard to parking. New 
development in Foxhall is likely to generate additional traffic. Access to 
new development would be via existing routes although improvements to 
the local network may be required to accommodate any forecasts 
increases in traffic flows. Once the proposals for Foxhall have been 
developed to a detailed stage, traffic modelling may be a useful exercise 
to help quantify the impact of the proposals upon the local highway 
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network. Following on from this, any necessary mitigation measures could 
be designed and implemented to address any significant issues.  

 
8.11.2 It is also important to consider that development of the key tourism 

investment sites allocated in the Local Plan (which border Foxhall to the 
North East and South) will clearly have an impact on the Foxhall area in 
terms of increased traffic generation and upon submission of any 
applications for the development of these sites, the scale of such impacts 
on the Foxhall area will be assessed.  
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8.12 Accidents 
 
8.12.1 Table A8.5 in Appendix 8 shows all recorded traffic accidents in the 

Foxhall area over the period 01/01/2005 - 1/12/2007. This data was 
obtained using AccsMap – Accidents Analysis System. As can be seen, 
there were a total of 26 accidents in Foxhall over this 36 month period, 6 
of which were classed as ‘serious’ which constitutes 23% of all accidents.  

 
8.12.2 Map A8.6 in Appendix 8 maps out the information contained in Table A8.5 

to enable clearer visual analysis of the distribution of accidents throughout 
the area. The coloured triangles relate to the severity of the accident, with 
blue representing a serious incident and green a slight incident. This map 
is useful in that it enables us to identify ‘hotspots’ where numerous 
incidents have taken place. As can be seen, these hotspots are located at 
the major junctions with the Promenade at Chapel Street and Princess 
Street. This may indicate that there is a need for the Area Action plan to 
look at the issue of road safety in these areas and propose measures 
which would help to reduce the number of accidents. 

   
 
8.13 Signage 
 
8.13.1 Transport related signage within the area and signage providing directions 

to key facilities and attractions is functional but fairly poor in terms of 
design and quality. 

 
8.14 Current Transport Proposals and Studies 
 
8.14.1 In May 2007 JMP Consultants completed a Movement Strategy for the 

promenade for the Council and ReBlackpool. The Strategy set out a 
number of recommendations including the following which relates to the 
Foxhall study area: 

 
·  New tram stop locations on the Promenade in proximity to the foxhall 

area near Chapel Street and Rigby Road. 
·  Potential pedestrian routes along Dale Street and Foxhall Road  
·  Raised table controlled pedestrian crossings at Chapel Street, Foxhall 

Square and Rigby Road 
 

 

8.14.2 Figure 8.1 illustrates proposals within the Movement Strategy related to 
the Foxhall study area 
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Figure 8.1: Promenade Movement Strategy Proposals i n the Foxhall 
Area 

 

 
 

 
Source:  JMP 2007 Movement Strategy 
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Key Evidence Sources:  
 

·  Blackpool Local Transport plan 
·  Blackpool Promenade 

Movement Strategy 

 
·  On/Off street Car 

Parking Surveys – 
October 2007 

 
 

Key Issues:  
 

·  Parking is a major issue in the 
study area. There is a need to 
consider design solutions to 
help remedy on street parking 
conflict in holiday 
accommodation and mixed 
use areas throughout the 
study area. 

·  There is a need to improve 
pedestrian crossing points 
within the study area and 
along the promenade 

 

·  Improvements to pedestrian and 
cycle routes and signage are 
needed as part of a wider public 
realm improvement strategy 

·  Parking strategy for the study 
area is required to deal with the 
competing demands for parking. 

·  As part of a wider public realm 
strategy for the area there is a 
need to improve pedestrian and 
cycle routes within the study 
area and along the Promenade 
and a need to improve the 
quality of signage throughout 
the study area  
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APPENDIX 8 
 

Table A8.1: Car / Van Ownership 
 

Foxhall area 
00EYNB0010 
and 
00EYNB0015 

Blackpool North West England All 
Households  

253 63,940 2,812,789 20,451,427 
Car and 
Van 
Ownership 
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No Cars or 
Vans 

131 52% 23,872 37.34% 849,769 30.21% 5,488,386 26.84% 

Households 
with 1 Car 
or Van 

104 41% 28,957 45.29% 1,224,554 43.54% 8,935,718 43.69% 

Households 
with 2 Cars 
or Vans 

15 6% 9,237 14.45% 605,586 21.53% 4.818,581 23.56% 

Households 
with 3 Cars 
or Vans 

3 1% 1,474 2.31% 104,120 3.70% 924,289 4.52% 

Households 
with 4 Cars 
or Vans 

- - 400 0.63% 28,760 1.02% 284,453 1.39% 

 
Source: 2001 Census ONS 
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Table A8.2: Distance Travelled to Work 
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Table A8.3: Method of Travel to Work (Daytime Popul ation) 
 
 Foxhall 

(Output 
Areas 
00EYNB0010 
and 
00EYNB0010 
combined) 

Blackpool North West  England 

All People 506 102,036 4,842,433 35,466,713 
Works mainly 
at or from 
home 

98 (19.4%) 6,081 (6%) 242,474 (5%) 2,055,224 
(5.8%) 

Underground, 
metro, light 
rail or tram 

3 (0.6%) 316 (0.3%) 15,498 
(0.3%) 

706,080 (2%) 

Train  240 (0.2%) 54,996 
(1.1%) 

945,100 
(2.7%) 

Bus, minibus 
or coach 

36 (7.1%) 5,614 (5.5%) 248,964 
(5.1%) 

1,682,127 
(4.7%) 

Taxi or 
minicab 

4 (0.8%) 746 (0.7%) 23,227 
(0.5%) 

115,495 
(0.3%) 

Driving a car 
or van 

87 (17.2%) 30,784 
(30.2%) 

1,703,332 
(35%) 

12,308,844 
(34.7%) 

Passenger in 
a car or van 

9 (1.8%) 4,839 (4.7%) 218,283 
(4.5%) 

1,368,226 
(3.9%) 

Motorcycle, 
scooter or 
moped 

0 619 (0.6%) 26,836 
(0.6%) 

248,824 
(0.7%) 

Bicycle 5 (1%) 1,810 (1.8%) 65,566 
(1.4%) 

632,231 
(1.8%) 

On foot 57 (11.3%) 7,961 (7.8%) 294,674 
(6.1%) 

2,231,539 
(6.3%) 

Other 8 (1.6%) 313 (0.3%) 8,934 (0.2%) 82,430 
(0.2%) 

Not currently 
working  

199 (39.3%) 42,713 
(41.9%) 

1,939,649 
(40%) 

13,090,593 
(36.9%) 

 
Source: 2001 Census ONS 
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Table A8.4: Method of Travel to Work (Resident Popu lation) 
 
 Foxhall 

(Output 
Areas 
00EYNB0010 
and 
00EYNB0010 
combined) 

Blackpool North West England 

All People 444 101,786 4,839,669 35,532,091 
Works mainly 
at or from 
home 

98 (22.1%) 6,081 (6%) 242,474 (5%) 2,055,224 
(5.8%) 

Underground, 
metro, light 
rail or tram 

3 (0.7%) 239 (0.2%) 15,955 
(0.3%) 

709,386 (2%) 

Train  409 (0.4%) 54,356 
(1.1%) 

950,023 
(2.7%) 

Bus, minibus 
or coach 

19 (4.3%) 5,743 (5.6%) 248,267 
(5.1%) 

1,685,361 
(4.7%) 

Taxi or 
minicab 

 743 (0.7%) 23,400 
(0.5%) 

116,503 
(0.3%) 

Driving a car 
or van 

52 (11.7%) 29,571 (29%) 1,694,380 
(35%) 

12,324,166 
(34.7%) 

Passenger in 
a car or van 

8 (1.8%) 5,050 (5%) 217,559 
(4.5%) 

1,370,685 
(3.9%) 

Motorcycle, 
scooter or 
moped 

 639 (0.6%) 26,731 
(0.6%) 

249,456 
(0.7%) 

Bicycle 3 (0.7%) 1,885 (1.9%) 65,961 
(1.4%) 

634,588 
(1.8%) 

On foot 58 (13.1%) 8,287 (8.1%) 297,720 
(6.2%) 

2,241,901 
(6.3%) 

Other 4 (0.9%) 426 (0.4%) 13,217 
(0.3%) 

104,205 
(0.3%) 

Not currently 
working 

199 (44.8%) 42,713 (42%) 1,939,649 
(40%) 

13,090,593 
(36.8%) 

Source: 2001 Census ONS 
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Table A8.5: Information on Accidents in the Foxhall  Neighbourhood between 01/01/2005 and 31/12/2007 ob tained using 

AccsMap – Accidents Analysis System. Source: Blackp ool Council 

Police Ref Date Cases Severity Cyclists Pedestrians Children OAPs Visibility Maneuver  Road 
Condition 

Time Location 

AM0500038 02/07/2005 1 Slight 0 0 0 0 Dark No turn Dry 2130 TYLDESLEY ROAD/ PRINCESS STREET 
AM0500117 03/12/2005 1 Slight 0 0 0 0 Dark Right Wet/Damp 1653 PROMENADE/ YORK STREET 
AM0600062 03/04/2006 1 Slight 0 0 0 0 Light Right Dry 1215 PROMENADE/ CHAPEL STREET 
AM0600080 05/05/2006 1 Slight  1   Light No turn Dry 1020 FOXHALL ROAD/ PRINCESS STREET 
AM0600097 05/06/2006 1 Slight 0 0 0 0 Light No turn Dry 1105 TYLDESLEY ROAD 
AM0600100 08/06/2006 1 Serious  1 1  Light No turn Dry 1500 PROMENADE/ CHAPEL STREET 
AM0600104 16/05/2006 2 Slight   1  Light No turn Dry 1649 SEASIDER'S WAY/ CENTRAL DRIVE 
AM0600119 09/07/2006 1 Slight  1   Light No turn Wet/Damp 0055 PROMENADE/ CHAPEL STREET 
AM0600157 23/09/2006 4 Slight    1 Light No turn Dry 1215 BLACKPOOL 
AM0600201 16/11/2006 2 Slight    2 Light No turn Dry 1521 PROMENADE/ FOXHALL SQUARE 
AM0600205 20/11/2006 5 Slight     Light No turn Wet/Damp 1650 PROMENADE/ YORKSHIRE STREET 
AM0700012 19/01/2007 1 Slight     Dark No turn Wet/Damp 1627 DALE STREET/ YORK STREET 
AM0600222 18/12/2006 2 Slight     Dark No turn Dry 1843 PROMENADE/ BAIRSTOW STREET 

AM0700048 17/03/2007 1 Slight     Dark Right Wet/Damp 1910 PROMENADE/ PRINCESS STREET 
AM0600002 01/01/2006 1 Serious  1 1  Dark No turn Wet/Damp 2145 CAROLINE STREET/ COOP STREET 
AM0600115 04/07/2006 1 Serious    1 Light No turn Dry 1240 PROMENADE O/S NO 219 
AM0500029 16/06/2005 1 Slight    1 Light No turn Dry 1720 PROMENADE/ LYTHAM ROAD 
AM0700157 09/09/2007 1 Serious  1 1  Dark No turn Dry 0000 PROMENADE/ CHAPEL ROAD (80M SOUTH) 
AM0700163 23/09/2007 1 Slight  1   Dark No turn Dry 0031 PROMENADE (OUTSIDE NO 123) 
AM0700167 29/09/2007 1 Serious  1   Dark No turn Dry 0412 PROMENADE/ YORK STREET 
AX0600058 21/05/2006 2 Slight   1 1 Light No turn Wet/Damp 1245 PROMENADE/ CHAPEL STREET 
AM0700174 06/10/2007 1 Slight  1   Light No turn Dry 1754 PROMENADE/ CHAPEL STREET 
AM0700192 28/10/2007 1 Slight     Dark No turn Wet/Damp 1900 YORK STREET/ DALE STREET 
AM0700194 14/10/2007 1 Slight  1   Light No turn Dry 1420 PROMENADE/ RIGBY ROAD (100M NORTH) 
AM0700212 16/11/2007 1 Serious     Dark No turn Wet/Damp 0315 PROMENADE/ FOXHALL SQUARE 
AM0700233 11/12/2007 1 Slight  1   Dark No turn Dry 1730 FOXHALL ROAD/ CHAPEL STREET 
Column Totals  37  0 10 5 6      
No. of 
Accidents 

   0 10 5 5      

Total number of accidents listed: 26 
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Plan A8.1: Location of Bus and Tram Stops in Proxim ity to the 
Foxhall Study Area 
 

Title: Transport 
Features                  

Reproduced from Ordnance Survey mapping with the permission of the Controller of Her 
Majesty’s Stationery Off ice © Crown copyright.  Unauthorised reproduction infringes Crown 

Planning Department
Tourism & Regeneration Div

PO Box 17, Corporation Street,
Blackpool, FY1 1LZ
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Plan A8.2: Rail Routes into Blackpool 
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Plan A8.3: On Street Parking Restrictions 
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Plan A8.4: Location of Car Parks in the Study Area 
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Plan A8.5: National Cycle Route 62 
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Plan A8.6: Accidents in Foxhall over the Period 01/ 01/2005 - 31/12/2007 
 

 
Source: Blackpool Council  


