
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CommissionCommissionCommissionCommission    

We are looking for expressions of interest from three artists, designers or creative enterprises who 

would like to be considered for Project Object.  

 

Project Object is seeking artists who will engage with Blackpool’s historic collections and built 

heritage to design a range of quality products inspired by the seaside resort which will be sold in 

the Grundy Art Gallery Shop and the Tourist Information Office Shop.  

 

Blackpool Council has in its possession a wealth of materials which we hope will inspire 

contemporary and innovative design in a range of products and to be sold at different price 

ranges suitable for most pockets, and can range from more ‘mass produced’ products to bespoke 

and limited edition ranges. 

 

We will be appointing three artists for Project Object, to undertake four weekly design sessions 

with the community each, and then to develop their work into saleable products. 

 

Community EngagementCommunity EngagementCommunity EngagementCommunity Engagement    

Community involvement is an important aspect of this project. The artist will receive support 

from the Arts Engagement Manager with accessing local communities to deliver workshops and 

other engagement methods to interact with local communities.  We would like a blog to be 

created to show the development and progress of the work and used as an engagement tool. 

This will be managed by the Arts Service, but input from artists will be required. 

 

Ideally, we envisage members of the community becoming ‘project apprentices’, where they will 

shadow you as you work, explore the historic collections with you, learn from your techniques 

and have opportunities to develop their own product design ideas.  

 

Members from the local designer-maker community, including but not limited to the Super 

Duper Fair contact list, www.superduperfair.blogspot.com, may also be invited to attend some 

of the workshops and development sessions. 

 

                                                                            

    

    

    

    

 PROJECT OBJECT commission brief 
 

 

 

Designing and realising products and 

souvenirs with Blackpool residents 

inspired by our eclectic archives and built 

heritage. 

 
Images opposite: examples using past Blackpool programmes 



Resources AvailableResources AvailableResources AvailableResources Available 

Blackpool Council and its partners have a large range of resources which may be drawn 

upon, including: 

 

� an impressive array of historic collections and built heritage 

� Resources at Lightworks, the home of Blackpool Illuminations i.e. fabrication / carpentry 

and metal work areas, spray booth, 3D imaging suite etc 

� a purpose built ‘messy activity space’ at Central Library 

� support from a dedicated Arts Service, including the Grundy Art Gallery 

� FYCreatives, a creative industries hub with a hotdesk Mac suite  

 

TimescalesTimescalesTimescalesTimescales    

Deadline for applications:    Fri 17
th
 February, noon 

Successful applicants notified:     Mon 27
th
 February 

Project development and research:   Feb and March 

Workshops w/b (for 4 wks)    Mon 23rd April  

Product launch / creative industries event:  May / June 

  

Selection ProcessSelection ProcessSelection ProcessSelection Process    

All expression of interest proposals will be considered carefully by a selection panel 

made up of representatives from the Council’s Arts Service, Heritage Service and the 

Creative Industries Service. Our priorities for selection are: 

� Proposals from artists living and working in the North West region producing 

innovative work of high quality. This does not mean to say we will not consider and 

work with artists from further afield that put forward interesting ideas and can 

demonstrate that their work is innovative and of high quality. 

� That you can address all the practical issues such as budget, insurance and that you 

have identified any risks and have strategies to reduce / remove them. 

� You must have a bank account and registered as self employed and be able to 

provide a UTR - (Unique Tax Reference).  

 

Budget and Payment ScheduleBudget and Payment ScheduleBudget and Payment ScheduleBudget and Payment Schedule    

There is a fee of £1700 per artist attached to this project which will cover your time for 

all workshops, development work, creative industries day, launch event, all travel, 

accommodation and other expenses. 

 

In your proposal we ask that you work out an estimated budget to include materials you 

will require in addition to estimated manufacturing costs per unit.  

 

Please state if the manufacturing will need to be outsourced and if this is someone you 

have worked with before. Alternatively, please state if you will need support in sourcing 

a suitable supplier or if you will produce the items yourself. 

    

ApplicationApplicationApplicationApplication    

    

Please include the following when sending us your expression of interest proposal: 

 

� Outline of your ideas including how you would involve the community in your work 

� A budget outline of costs (not including the artist fee) 

� Details of materials/resources you will be using 



� Details of any specific technical requirements/specifications 

� links to websites containing examples of previous work  

� CV 

If you would find it helpful, applicants are able to make an appointment to visit the 

Heritage Collection at the Local and Family History Centre, Central Library by 

contacting: 

Tony Sharkey, Local History Librarian,  e: tony.sharkey@blackpool.gov.uk 

 

Project Object is supported by the National Lottery though Arts Council England and the 

Heritage Lottery Fund, and managed by Blackpool Councils Arts Service and The 

Grundy Art Gallery. 

 

Please send your expression of intePlease send your expression of intePlease send your expression of intePlease send your expression of interest, by no later than Friday 17rest, by no later than Friday 17rest, by no later than Friday 17rest, by no later than Friday 17
thththth
 February, noon,  February, noon,  February, noon,  February, noon, 

to:to:to:to:    

    

Clancy MasonClancy MasonClancy MasonClancy Mason |  |  |  | Arts Engagement ManagerArts Engagement ManagerArts Engagement ManagerArts Engagement Manager    

Blackpool Council Arts ServiceBlackpool Council Arts ServiceBlackpool Council Arts ServiceBlackpool Council Arts Service    

Central Library | Queen Street | Blackpool | FY1 1PXCentral Library | Queen Street | Blackpool | FY1 1PXCentral Library | Queen Street | Blackpool | FY1 1PXCentral Library | Queen Street | Blackpool | FY1 1PX    

T: 01253 478266 | E: T: 01253 478266 | E: T: 01253 478266 | E: T: 01253 478266 | E: clancy.mason@blackpool.gov.ukclancy.mason@blackpool.gov.ukclancy.mason@blackpool.gov.ukclancy.mason@blackpool.gov.uk    

    

Any queries to Clancy MasonAny queries to Clancy MasonAny queries to Clancy MasonAny queries to Clancy Mason at the above contact details, or to: at the above contact details, or to: at the above contact details, or to: at the above contact details, or to:    

    

Kerry Hunt | Education OfficerKerry Hunt | Education OfficerKerry Hunt | Education OfficerKerry Hunt | Education Officer    

Grundy Art Gallery | Queen Street | Blackpool | FY1 1PXGrundy Art Gallery | Queen Street | Blackpool | FY1 1PXGrundy Art Gallery | Queen Street | Blackpool | FY1 1PXGrundy Art Gallery | Queen Street | Blackpool | FY1 1PX    

    

T: 01253 478170 | E: kerry.hunt@blackpool.gov.ukT: 01253 478170 | E: kerry.hunt@blackpool.gov.ukT: 01253 478170 | E: kerry.hunt@blackpool.gov.ukT: 01253 478170 | E: kerry.hunt@blackpool.gov.uk    

    

 


