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4.0  HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT  
 

Key Facts:  
 

Historic Development of Foxhall 
 

·  The origins of Foxhall can be 
traced back to the late 15th 
Century. 

·  The area began to flourish in 
the 19th Century as a result of 
the provision of a regular rail 
and service which brought tens 
of thousands of visitors to 
Blackpool. 

·  Many parts of the study area 
retain a strong Victorian built 
heritage. 

·   A significant number of 
buildings have been subject to 
significant alterations through 
unsympathetic additions and 
internal works associated with 
changes of use during the post-
war years. 

·  The area retains its historic grid 
iron street layout. 
 

 
 
4.1 Introduction 
 
4.1.1 The historic development of Blackpool is extensively documented in a 

number of publications; however, information relating specifically to 
Foxhall is less readily available. The key documents used to obtain 
information for the discussion which follows are referenced at this end of 
this section of the evidence base.  

 
4.1.2 The purpose of this section of the evidence base is to provide a detailed 

understanding of the way in which the Foxhall study area has developed 
over time, including the key milestones of its development.  

 
4.1.3 A more detailed discussion of the significant issues for consideration in the 

future development of the area (such as key heritage features, buildings, 
layout and the general form of development that should be retained) which 
arise from its historic character can be found in Chapter 5. 

 
4.2 Development of Foxhall Pre 1890  
 
4.2.1 The Foxhall village has its origins in the latter part of the 15th Century, 

when Edward Tyldsley, the squire of Myerscough and son of the Royalist 
Sir Thomas Tyldsley, drained the marshy area around “The Black Pool” 
and built a hunting lodge and summer residence called Fox Hall, near to 
what is now known as Foxhall Square. This provided Blackpool with its 
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first house of any substance. Fox Hall, in the words of Kathleen Eyre 
(1975) was ‘a sturdy but unpretentious place with three gables, a small 
look-out tower and walls of great thickness made out of sea stones’. Fox 
Hall remained in the family until the late 18th Century and evidence 
suggests that it was then divided up between a number of tenants who 
opened their doors to guests during the summer months. 
 
Photo 4.1: Image of Foxhall from a painting based o n a mid 19th 
Century engraving published for Thornber by Dukes o f Sear Street, 
Liverpool. 

 

 
Source: ‘Blackpool’s Progress’, The Blackpool & Fylde Historical Society 
(1926) 

 
4.2.2 In 1787, John Bonny contributed to development in the Foxhall area by 

building a large dining room called ‘Bonny’s’ with accommodation, at the 
top of Chapel Street, on the site now occupied by the King Edward Pub. 
Bonny’s was extremely popular with visitors. The Bonnys were an old 
farming family and owned almost 50 acres of land, extending from what is 
now Seasiders Way through to the old Whitegate Lane. Their land 
contained a well used foot-track called ‘Lovers Walk’ which crossed a 
number of fields and connected with a country lane to Marton (which is 
now Whitegate Drive). Except for Church Street and until the opening of 
Hornby Road in the 1870’s, there was no other route through from the sea 
except by ‘Lovers Walk’ which came out opposite the old Belle Vue 
Gardens. Bonny’s was demolished in 1902 and the King Edward VIII Hotel 
was later built on the site. 
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Photo 4.2: Bonny’s Hotel, built in 1787. 
 

 
Source: ‘Seven Golden Miles’, Kathleen Eyre (1975) 

 
4.2.3 During the early part of the 19th Century Fox Hall was furnished and let 

out to visitors and then taken over in 1838 by George Caton and became 
the ‘Foxhall Beershop’ which was equipped with a garden and bowling 
green. In 1885, it was bought by Mr Tom Lockwood who provided 
additional facilities in the form of a large room for singing and dancing 
before selling on the property to Seed Breweries who turned it into the 
Foxhall Hotel which can be seen below. 
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Photo 4.3:  The Foxhall Hotel as seen from the Promenade.  
 

 
 
Source: ‘Blackpool’s Progress, The Blackpool & Fylde Historical Society 
(1926) 

 
4.2.4 After Mr Seed’s death, the families’ breweries were taken over by Dutton’s 

Breweries and there was concern that the building would be pulled down 
and replaced with a more modern structure, this prompted the Seed’s to 
keep the building in the family. Fox Hall remained for some time with most 
of the buildings shown on the image below surviving into the 1870’s. The 
building was eventually demolished to make way for the Reflex Bar which 
occupies the site today. 

 
4.2.5 The area began to flourish at the start of the 19th Century. In 1816, a 

regular coaching service was introduced between Preston and Blackpool. 
As a result, more lodging houses were built in the Foxhall area, namely 
Yorkshire House on the beach near to Chapel Street and Blundell’s 
Cottage, which gave Blundell Street its name 
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Photo 4.4:  Looking south from Central Pier in the 1890’s, the low building 
to the right is the Foxhall Hotel. 
 

 
Source: ‘Blackpool’s Progress’, The Blackpool & Fylde Historical Society 
(1926) 

 
4.2.6 The real catalyst for change in the area and for Blackpool as a whole 

came with the opening of the Talbot Road railway station in 1846 which 
enabled thousands of visitors from Lancashire and Yorkshire to reach 
Blackpool with relative ease. Following on from this, the Blackpool and 
Lytham Railway line was opened in 1863, it was designed to relieve the 
congested station at Talbot Road, but was quickly considered to be the 
main line to Blackpool. The construction of this line radically altered the 
geography of Blackpool, being laid within a quarter mile of the sea and 
effectively reducing development in the south of Blackpool to a narrow 
strip of land between the railway and the beach.  

 
4.2.7 The line also acted as a constraint to development within Foxhall, by 1881 

there was some development between Chapel Street and Rigby Road. To 
the east of the line there were a few developments, but this area was still 
mainly open land. The overall land use within Foxhall was mixed at this 
time, and characterised by lodging houses, residential dwellings and light 
industry. The area also contained the gas works next to Rigby Road and 
the railway line, which is still present today. In 1885, the town’s tramway 
first opened and the power station was located on Princess Street. 
However, despite all of the uses mentioned above, there was still a large 
amount of undeveloped land in the pocket between the sea and the 
railway line in Foxhall.  
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4.2.8 The current main roads that serve as the arteries of Foxhall had been 

constructed by 1881.  Subsequent development in Foxhall was shaped by 
the location and course of these roads. Foxhall Road, which runs adjacent 
to the Promenade and links up with Tyldsley Road, is one such example 
of these old established roads. In addition, the main roads that link Foxhall 
with the east of Blackpool were also present then (Chapel Street, Princess 
Street and Rigby Road) although, with the exception of Chapel Street, the 
others did not extend beyond the railway line. The area then, like now, 
was dominated by long straight roads. The fact that the foundations of 
Foxhall’s transport network was based on intersecting straight roads 
served as a perfect backbone for the future development the area. 

 
4.3 Development of Foxhall Post 1890 

 
4.3.1 Blackpool underwent a boom in the 1890’s, with increased visitor numbers 

resulting in increased profits. Lancashire County Council attributed 1891 
as the approximate time when large areas of Foxhall were constructed to 
accommodate the huge increase in visitor numbers. The existence of a 
network of long straight roads allowed for the construction of terraced 
houses along them, for example Coop Street and Tyldesley Road. 
Extensions along existing roads such as York Street enabled the 
development of yet more terraced rows. Many of the terraced rows remain 
in place in Foxhall to this day, however, throughout time and as their uses 
have changed, the frontages have been altered and differ significantly 
from the originals. In addition, the majority of the road names have 
remained the same over time, the exceptions being Corporation Street 
which ran to the west of the gas works and is now called Blundell Street 
and West Caroline Street, which is now known as Shannon Street.  

 
4.3.2 During the 1890’s, the development of terraced housing and extensions to 

existing roads spurred the growth in provision of lodging houses or 
‘company houses’ as they were called in the area. According to Charles 
Noden, Blackpool’s Advertising manager, Blackpool could sleep around 
250,000 visitors by this time, when the resident population was estimated 
at 35,000: 

 
“At the height of the season, very few of the 7,000 or so houses in 
Blackpool did not take in lodgers. It was only in this way that a quarter of a 
million visitors could be accommodated in a town with a built up area of no 
more than a square mile” (Turner and Palmer, 1994).  

 
4.3.3 Although development in Foxhall had increased significantly by this time, 

spatially it was still a very small area.  
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Photo 4.5: Blackpool’s lifeboat in a parade along F oxhall Road in 
1897.   

 

 
Source: ‘Blackpool’s Progress, The Blackpool & Fylde Historical Society 
(1926) 

 
4.3.4  Foxhall has provided accommodation to tourists throughout Blackpool’s 

history, though the type of accommodation has often changed. During the 
1800’s the term ‘boarding house’ was almost unheard of in the town. 
People had preferred to take lodgings only and for the guests to provide 
their own food. During the first half of the 20th Century boarding houses 
had increased in popularity where there was food provision. After WW2, 
full board became increasingly popular. However, during the 1960’s, the 
increase in car ownership, coupled with a change in mentality of having to 
return to ‘digs’ to get food meant that the notion of providing ones own 
food again began to regain popularity. As a response, large numbers of 
properties within Foxhall were converted into holiday flats.  
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Photo 4.6:  Promotional material to encourage visitors to come to 
Blackpool  
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Source:  www.blackpooltourism.com 

 
4.3.5 By 1975 one third of Blackpool’s holiday makers were staying in self-

catering accommodation. Throughout the whole of Blackpool the number 
of boarding houses and hotels declined from 3,297 to 2,055 during the 
1961 to 1971 period. Many had converted to holiday flats.  

 
4.3.6 With regard to the transportation developments in Foxhall, the tram depot 

had been constructed by the start of World War One close to the tramway 
power station. It was located off Blundell Street and upon commencement 
of the War, the Council set aside part of the tram shed for the manufacture 
of shell cases. 240 (mainly women) were employed in this operation until 
the end of the War.  

 
4.3.7 The development of mixed land use in Foxhall continued in the 20th 

Century, in particular the development of accommodation and light 
industry. By 1947, not only had the gas works and tram power station and 
depot remained in place, but there were also now engine sheds and other 
sites being used for storage. In the later part of the 20th Century, there 
was growth in low-end retail and this characterised the areas behind the 
Promenade on Foxhall Road and Dale Street. Buildings were either 
knocked down or converted to accompany the change of use to 
commercial enterprise or retail and these uses remain today, particularly 
on Dale Street.  
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4.3.8 In 1964, Central Station closed and the Blackpool Lytham line closed and 
was later turned into the main road known as Seasiders Way. It is still the 
boundary of Foxhall and a constraint to development.  

 
4.3.9 On the Promenade, restrictions on certain types of trading on the sands 

were in place by the start of the 20th Century, which forced some traders 
to set up stalls in the front gardens of houses adjoining the Promenade. It 
is interesting to consider that this piecemeal approach to development on 
the Promenade has essentially remained intact on the Promenade 
frontage in the Foxhall area, especially from Chapel Street to Foxhall 
Square. 

 
4.4 Overall Historical Development Picture for Foxh all  
 
4.4.1 Foxhall is one of the oldest areas of Blackpool. It grew in the late 1800’s 

as Blackpool’s tourist industry began to boom. Its early transport 
infrastructure has remained in place and straight, long and narrow roads 
serve the majority of the area. Rows of Victorian terraced housing line 
most of the roads but due to properties changing use there are a wide 
variety of frontages on show. A mixture of residential, visitor 
accommodation and light industry has been prevalent throughout Foxhall’s 
growth. The area has grown over time to fill its natural capacity as 
development has extended up to the sea front and to the old Blackpool 
Lytham Line. The provision of tourist accommodation has always, and 
continues to dominate the area. Whilst the built environment is still very 
much Victorian in nature, there are a few modern properties, especially on 
or close to the Promenade, which have developed as a result of 
conversions or replacements.  

 
4.4.2 The historic pattern of development of Foxhall is illustrated by the series of 

historic plans set out in Appendix 4 which cover the period 1846 – 2006. 
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Key Evidence Sources:  
 
‘The History of Blackpool’: William Thornber  (1837) 
 
‘Blackpool’s Progress’: The Blackpool & Fylde Historical Society (1926) 
 
‘Seven Golden Miles’: Kathleen Eyre (1975) 
 
‘The Blackpool Story’: Turner and Palmer (1994) 
 
‘Blackpool Historic Town Assessment Report’: Lancashire County 
Council (2005) 
 
www.blackpooltourism.com 
 

 
Key Issues:  
 
Historic Development of 
Foxhall 
 
·  Should development 

proposals put forward 
through the Area Action Plan 
have regard to the historic 
character of the area? 

 
·  Does the area contain 

sufficient Victorian character 
and genuine heritage value 
which should be retained 
and used to underpin and 
guide the future development 
of the area? 

·  If there is a desire to retain 
some of the historic built fabric 
of Foxhall, how much should be 
retained? 
 

·  Can good quality buildings in the 
area be retained and fit 
alongside any proposals for new 
development that may result 
from the regeneration of the 
area?  
 

·  Is the current grid iron street 
layout appropriate for an area 
where significant improvement 
is needed which may be 
realised through new 
developments? 
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APPENDIX 4 
 
Plan A4.1: Foxhall in 1846. 

 
Source: ‘The Blackpool Story’ by Brian Turner and Steve Palmer (1994) 
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Plan A4.2: Foxhall in 1881 
 

Source: ‘The Blackpool Story’ by Brian Turner and Steve Palmer (1994) 
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Plan A4.3: Foxhall 1891-93 

 
Source: GGP 
 
Plan A4.4: Foxhall 1911-12 

 
 
Source: GGP 
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Plan A4.5: Foxhall 2006 
 

 
Source: GGP 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


