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Business rates are payable on most commercial properties like shops, offices and hotels.
Self‐catering accommodation such as holiday homes are also liable for business rates where they are available for use by short stay
guests for 140 days or more during the year.
Business rates are charged on a daily basis so it is important that you tell us as soon as you take over a business or cease to trade.
You can email us your information at: revenues@blackpool.gov.uk.
Business rates are not payable on the following properties:
Churches
Public parks
Farmland and buildings
Moorings
Sewers
Business rates are paid by the occupier of the property. Usually, this is the owner‐occupier or the leaseholder.
Check Your Rateable Value

Empty properties
If your property is empty and un‐used, there will not be any business rates to pay for the first 3 months. After that time, you will have
to pay an empty property rate which is 100% of the normal bill.
To qualify for a 3 month exemption, your property must have been occupied continuously for 6 weeks before you vacate it. The
exemption period for industrial properties is 6 months followed by an empty property rate which is 100% of the normal bill.
There is no charge for an empty property which has a rateable value of less than £2,900.

Seasonal use
If you only use your property during the season, this is taken into account when the rateable value of the property is calculated. There
is no extra reduction given during the winter months if you don't open for business.
If you are not sure whether your rateable value has been calculated correctly, please contact the Valuation Office Agency at:
www.gov.uk/voa or telephone 03000 501501.

Duplicate bills
You can view your account and download copy bills by registering for Advantage Business Rates

Business rate calculation

We work out your bill by multiplying the rateable value of your property by the rate poundage, which the Government sets in April
each year. The rate poundage figure applies to every property in England.
For example, the rate poundage figure for 2019/20 is 50.40p. If your rateable value was £20,000, we would multiply this by 50.40p
and the amount you would have to pay for the year would be £10,080.00.
This is not taking any transitional relief into account.

Non payment of business rates
If you miss an instalment payment, we will send you a reminder notice giving you 7 days to bring your payments up to date.
If you do not bring your payments up to date or you fall behind again later, you will have to pay the full outstanding balance on your
account straightaway.
If you do not pay the outstanding balance, we will send you a summons which means that costs of £57.50 will be added to your
account.
After sending a summons, we will ask the magistrates' court to issue a liability order which can be sent to an enforcement agent if you
do not make a suitable payment arrangement with us, or you fail to make payments you have promised to make.
If your case is passed to an enforcement agent, more costs will be added to your account.
If you are having problems paying your business rates, please get in touch with us straightaway so that we can talk to you about
payment options available to you.

Working from home
You may have to pay business rates if you have structurally altered your property to make room for your business. If you are only using
a room in your home as an office, you may not be charged for business rates.

Freedom of Information requests
Blackpool Council receives a number of requests of a similar nature for information which relates to business rate accounts (non‐
domestic properties). To address these requests we are now publishing specific information on:
New Liabilities for the previous month [XLS 14KB]
New Liabilities for the previous month [CSV 12KB]

A full list of non‐domestic properties within Blackpool, with rateable value, property description, liability start and end dates, property
address, empty property status and details of any mandatory of discretionary reliefs granted by the council.
Full list of properties [XLS 1,164KB]
Full list of properties [CSV 3,371KB]
We will publish this information on a monthly basis and the latest information is available from the above links. We will not provide
individual responses to requests for similar information but will re‐direct requests to this page. If the information you request is not
published on this page then you can submit a Freedom of Information request to us.

Limitations on data
We do not provide the names of sole‐traders of partnerships as this is personal data, and its release is prevented by the Data
Protection Act
We do not provide contact names or address for the companies listed, as this information is available from companies house
We do not supply ratepayer telephone numbers or email addresses, as these are deemed to have been supplied to the council in
confidence and for the sole purpose of administering their business rate liability
The ratepayer is the person liable to pay the charge. In many cases this is a leaseholder and not an owner. It is not possible to
identify the owners from our records. This information is available from land registry
Account references are not included as these are personal to the account, and are used to ensure that a ratepayer is actually the
account holder when they contact the council
The data is available electronically, in CSV and XLS format. We will charge for requests for printed material, and payment must

be received be received before the printed material is released

The information supplied to you may only be used for your personal use.
FOI does not give you the right to re‐use or make further use of the information. Some information may be copyrighted and FOI does
not transfer the copyright to you.
You must contact us if you wish to reuse the information for any use other than your personal use.
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